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ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN IN 1991

m AT THE GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL

- REVIEW B}’

A OFFICE PARLEMENTAJRE DES CHOIX SCIENTIFIQUES ET TECHNIQUESo

COLLEGE DE PREVENTION DES RISQUES TECHNOLOGIQUES

- PREPARATION AND DISCUSSION IN THE PARLIAMENT OF A DRAFT LA’W

u AT THE P.4RLIAMENT LEVEL

A LAW ON RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT HAS BEEN VOTED

ON DECEMBER 30,1991

I FUEL CYCLE DIRECTION ● 17Z  WORK FOR THE FUTURE



I THE L.4W CONT.4mTS 15 ARTICLES I

.4RTICLE 1- HIGH-LEVEL,  LONG-Ln~ED RADIOACTIVE WASTE SHALL BE NL4NAGED IN .4
!W4NXER TK4T ENs~JREs THE PROTECTION OF NATURE, OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND OF
Pt-BLIC HEALTH, AND THAT RESPECTS THE RIGHTS OF POSTERITY.

.M?TICLE 3- RAD1O.4CTIVE w.4sTE FROM FOREIGN SOURCES SHALL NOT BE DISPOSED OF
15- FR4NCE+EVEN IF M’ WAS REPROCESSED ON FRENCH TERRITORY,  NOR SHALL IT  BE
STORED BEYOND WHAT IS CUSTOIW4RY AND NORMAL AFTER REPROCESSING.

-A
A .4RTICLE 3.1- UNDERGROUhTD DISPOS.4L OF ANY TYPE OF DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE IN DEEP

GEOLOGIC FORM.4TIONS SEL4LL BE LICENSED BY THE ADMINISTRATION.
+

.4 RT1CLE 4 - TRE.4TS OF THE RESE.4RCH PROBLEAIS AND THE W.4i OF REPORTING )

.4RT. 5 TO 10- TRE.4T OF THE CRE.4TION .4ND THE 0PER4T10N OF UNDERGROUND L.4BS. ) DETAILED

.4 RT1CLE 13- TRE.4TS OF THE CREATION OF .4N AGENCY (ANDRA) ) BELOW’

ARTICLE 14- TRE.4TS OF OPENNESS )

.=GZL CYCLE  DIRErT’OA” WE WORK  FOR THE FUTURE
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JANUARY 1992

BILL
UNDERGROUND LABORATORIES

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION SUBJECT TO CONSENSUS
WITH ELECTED LOCAL AUTHORITIES (by decree)

RETRIEVABILITY ORIENTED CONCEPT

POSSIBILITY OF TEMPORARY USE OF RAD
FOR EXPERIMENTAL PURPOSES

oAcTwE sOuRcES
.

\

STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES PROHIBITED

CREATION ON
INFORMATION

EACH SITE OF A LOCAL COMMlll_EE  IN CHARGE OF ‘ \
AND FOLLOW-UP

--

EVENTUAL CREATION OF A PUBLIC INTEREST GROUP INCLUDING
THE OPERATOR, THE REGION, THE DEPARTMENT
AND THE TOWNSHIPS WITHIN A 10 KM RADIUS FROM SHAFT

FUEL CYCLE DIRECTION WE WORK FOR THE FUTURE



JANUARY 1992

ML

CREATION OF A NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE MANAGEMENT

OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES

● A BODY PLACED UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF :
- MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY ‘
- MINISTRY OF RESEARCH
- MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAA

e IN CHARGE OF LONG TERM RADIOACTIVE WASTE I

MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS :
- MANAGEMENT OF LONG TERM DISPOSAL SITES t

- DESJGN, SITING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FACILITIES
- CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF UNDERGROUND LABORATORIES
- WRITING DOWN OF PACKAGING AND DISPOSAL\SPECIFICATIONS

. INVOLVEMENT IN THE SETTING UP AND THE CARRYING OUT,
JOINTLY WITH CEA, OF R&D PROGRAMS ON LONG TERM MANAGEMENT

.-.’\-
FUEI!..  CYCLE DIRECTION WE WORK FOR THE FUTURE



a JANUARY 1992

BILL
ON RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

- THREE R&D PROGRAMS ARE TO BE CARRIED OUT IN PARALLEL :
.

* STUDY OF DEEP UNDERGROUND FORMATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION
OF UNDERGROUND LABORATORIES

.,

●

Am

R&D ON PARTITIONING AND TRANSMUTATION OF NUCLIDES
WITH A LONG HALF-LIFE

R&D ON PROCESSES FOR WASTE PACKAGING

- YEARLY PROGRESS REPORT
BY THE GOVERNMENT

.
“t

FUEL

NAL ASSESSMENT REPORT

SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT

THIN THE NEXT 15 YEARS

CYCLE DIRECTION ‘WE WORK FOR THE FUTURE
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OPENNESS

-ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT

- REVIEW BY A NATIONAL COMMIITEE

-1-

● Wo INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS

e NOMINATED AWER PROPOSAL BY

THE “OFFICE PARLEMENTAIRE DES CHOIX...”
THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
THE HIGH COUNCIL FOR NUCLEAR SAFETY AND INFORMATION

& PB10492A



OPENNESS - 2 -

-  D I S C U S S I O N  W I T H  T H E  C O N C E R N E D  C O M M U N I T I E S

LOCAL INFORMATION COMMllTEES

ELECTED PEOPLE, LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS,...

OPEN TECHNICAL REPORTS

A NEGOTIATOR

- FINAL DECISION AT THE GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL

BY A IAW WITHIN 15 YEARS

Q P870592A



w}}” }<0. 91.1381 of December 303 I-991

on Radioacti~_e \Vaste Management Research (1)

b-OR : llJ13X91MXJ71L

‘The .National  Assembly and the Senate have enacted, and

The Prcs.idcnt of tic Republic hereby promulgates the hw with the follo~g
provisions:

&ticIe 1 - Hi@-level, long-lived radioaaivc wte shall bc managed in a
manner that cnsur~ the protetion of nature, of the cnVhO~cnL and of public
health, and that respccu tic righu of pstcrity.

fide 2- Aide  3-1 below shall be inserted unde~ Article 3 of Law No. 76-

663 Of  July 1.9,  1976 On facilities subject to rcstrim”ons”  rclalivc to cnvironmenti- .
protection

“A.rticic  3-1- underground disposaI of any type of dangerous substance in
deep geologic formations shall k Iiexed by the adrni.nistranom-  Licenses are

g-ranted or renewed for limited periods only, and may therefore require
retrievable disposal. Disposal rnatcria.ls shall bc retrieved when the liemsc
expires.

‘he conditiou under which certain exceptions may bc made to the prm”sions

of-the preccdhg paragraph, allowing Licemes to be granted or renewed for
Urdirnitcd  periods, shall be sc~ fore-h in a future law.”

Ardck 3- Radoacti\”c waste from foreign sour- shall not be disposed of in
I?rance, even if it was rcproccsscd on French territory, nor shall it bc stored
beyond what is customary and normal after reproeess~.

.
ktkk 4- The Government sha.U submit an annual repon to l%rliameru on

the starus of research on high-level long-hcd radioafivc waste management ahd
studies conducted in parallel, including:

research on separation and transmutation of long-lived radioactive
elcmcn~ h the waste;

- evaluation of options for retrievable or non-reui~blc  &pod in
deep geofogic formacio= pardcuhrly through tic acalion of
underground laboratories; and

18
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srudy of immobilization p~ocesses and Iong-[erm sun-ace slong=
techniques for tic was[c.

The annual rcpo~’  shall ZdSO dCSC’dX the St3tUS of foreign research and
construction projecu.

NO more than fifieen years after the promulgation  of lb Law, the
Gove~en[ sh~ SUbm”t an overall zuisessrnem of [he above research tO
I?arl.iarneng together with a &aft law authorizing, if appropriate, the crc3tioII  of.

a &posal t%cility for high-leve~  Long-lived radioactive waste in -<hich the s~fic
fictions and requirements of ~he bcility uc set forth.

Partiment shall have the reports reviewed by the OEficc Parlement&c
d’&aluation  da chok scientfiques  ct tcchnologiqucs ~~~=ntW
Commission on the Asxessinent  of Scientific and Technological Choices].

The reports shaU be made public.

The repom shall be prepared by a ~ational  Review Board consisting ofi

- six qualified indi~iduals,” inciuding at least two international expe~,
recommcndd by the 0fi5ce  Parlementaire d’&luation des cboix
scientifiques  et techno]ogiques and appoinied by an cquai vote of the
National &sernbly and tie Senate;

- two quaiified individuals recommended by the Cmscil  supcricu de k
siketg et de l’information nuckircs (High Counai on Nuclear Safety
and Public information] and appointed by the Governrnenq  rmd

- four scientific experts recommended by the Aeadcmy of Scicnccs and
appointed by the ~OVCllXRCnL

ArticIe 5- Artielcs  6 through 12 below set forth tic conditions for the
creation and operation of underwound laboratories designed to study deep
geologic formations where high-level long-lived radioacdve waste may be
disposed of or stored.

Article 6- hul oficids  and members of the public from the affected
site shall be involved puxsua.nt  to the provisions of a relevant decr~ before any
preliminary site investigations for a proposed underground laboratory sbdl
begin

19



&tici.e  7- Si[c irivcstigations  ifi ad~”ance of laboratory com~c[ion  ~h~
comply w“th the rcquircmcnrs of the bW of December 29, 1892 on d-age  to
private propcny caused by public works.

Article 8- Witiout prejudice 10 the provisions of hw No. 76-463 of JuIY
19, 1976 on facilities subject 10 restrictions rclafive  to environment? pro[caio%
the creation and operation of an .under~ound laboratory are COnkgcnt uWn a

license granted by a decree of ‘t-be Conseil d’Eta[ [Constitutio~  ~u~ll-
pursuam to an environmen~ impact assessincnr and the opinions of the ~-ccti~
municip~  general and regional counx ~d fo~owing a public hctig
organimxi pursuant to tie prctiions of ~W ~0- ~-630 of Ju& IZ 1983 on tic
dcmocra[ization  of public hearings and on the protection of the cnvi-ronmcn~

The license shall be accompanied by detailed spcci&ations.

The license applicant shall possess the ne=sag technical and financial
resources to ensure the SUCC.CSS  of the project

At-tick 9 - The lkensc confexs  UpOn the liarke  holder the exclusive
n.@t to commence y-ace and sub-surfaec COrJSUUCtiO~ and to handIc materials
excavated duting these activities within *C perimeter defmcd by [he dccrec.

Property owners inside-the kgal perimeter shall be compensated either
by mutual agr.ccrnent  with the liezse holder, or through the expropriation
process.

Etn.incnt domain may be exercised to
prope~ for the Iitemc  holder.

&ticle 10- The license shalI moreover

cxpropriacc all or part of tic

establ-ish  a b~er zone outside
the perimeter dcscribcd  in the previous pangrapb inside which the entity wifi
administ.rativc aufionty may prohibit or reg-tdatc construction or other activities
that may by their nature compromise the integrity of the faatity or the
operations of the laborato~ on a Iechnical  level.

Article 11 - Radioactive sources may bc used temporarily in [he
underground Laboratories for experimental purposes.

Radioactive waste shall not be ‘stored or disposed of in tic lab-oratories

20
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Article 12- Pursuant to the provisions o~ Article 21 of bw No. 82-fi Io of
juiy 15, 1982 OIY the orientation and pi-g of ~dmologiczd research and
development in France, a PubJic lntercst GrOUP maYbc formed tO under-take
compam”on  activities and to minagc  JocaI resources [O benefit ad facilitate the
construction and operation of c?ch laboratory.

In addition to the Gove~ent ad the ticensc holder- described in
&ticIc 8, entities cntideti to join the Public blercst Group ticludc  the region
and department where tbc main atiss skft tO the laboratory is ]o~~~
cornmuncs WbOSC IUIdS iuc less than Icn tilomctcrs  horn the sh~ and 10cal
cooperativ~  estabkhed for tie purposc o f  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  econo~c
development of the affected area.

,.

AI-rick 13 - A pubLic tidustriaI and commercial entity is hereby
established unc?e~  the narnc Agencc  nationaie pour la gmrion dcs de’cbcts
radioactifs ~ation~ Radioactive Waste Management &ency], which reports to
the Minis ttics of industry, of Research and of the Environment

The Ag&y K charged with waste  m.nagemcnt  operations for long-lived
radioactive wase, with speti-c  rcsponsiiiil.ities including: -

. to assis~ especially in moderation with  the Cornmissatiat  ii l’Energic
Atomiquc [Atornjc Energy @n.rnission],  in the definition of mscarch

and development programs concerning long-texm radioactive waste
management, and to pa.rdo”pate in them

. to m~agc long-;erm disposal facilities either directly or through a
third party acriag on its beha&

-. to desigq site and construct new disposal fadiries,  taking into
consideration lon~-term production and waste mamgcment pI~ and
to exccuie appropriate actions to that end, pardcularly tie construction
md operation of underground laboratories. designed to study deep
geologic formations;

.

to establish specifktions  for radioativc wase  soJidificarion  and
disposal that comply wkh safety regulations; &d

- to prepare ZI inventory of the condition and location of all radioactive
wamc in the country.
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Aniclc  14 - A Imcd Information and Oversight Commiuec  is bcreby
established for each underground laboratory site.

,

In addition to the license holder, the Committee shall include
representatives of the Government, two deputies and two senators appointed
by their respective assemblies, officials from the local communities which
participated in the public hearing, members of environmental protection
organizations, farm councils, representatives of professional associations and
elected representatives of site personnel.

AL l-t half of the comrmttee  membem shall be offiaals from Jod
mmmtities which parricipatcd in t-he pubiic hearing. The Prefect of the
Department hcming tic laboratory shall chair the committee.

The committee shai.I  meet at ~=t two times a year. It shall bc bricfd
on project go~ on the type of work being performed, and on tic status of the
project. ?le committee may appeal to the National Review 130ard dexriicd in
Article  4.

Thc committee shall be conmdtcd  on all operations-related matters that
may Meet tie entionrncnt and the regiom The Committee may have reviews or
indcpendem audits performed by qualified Iaboratoriti.

S~-Up md operating expenses of the Local Information and OvasighI
Co~.ttec shall hc paid by the Public limrest Group dcsmibed in --Mick 12.

A_ticle 15 - Irnpiementtig measures for tic present hv shall bc
established as ncmssa.ry by a daee from tic Conseil d’13aL

The present 12iw shall be executed as a law of the State.

Signed in Par& Dcccmbcr 30, 1991.

13y the President of the Republi~ FRA?JCOIS MITIZR-RAND

27z.e Ptic M2LG-Yu,  WIITI CRESSON

777 Minisrcr  of se md Miii.sItv  ojdu &onom~  F~es and B% PIERRE BEREGO~’OY

?77e A4inkr of Stale & Miiszr  o~fiblic  Af@rx and of the ● cKLM&mi.cw Of tht Admini.rmnioq
IEAN-PIERRE  SOISSON

7?U MhiSK.r ofRLfeaciI  and Trzknolog,  HUBERT CUREN

171c  Minisw  Of k &yirorm.mt  BRICE ULC)NDE
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(1) bgislafivc Record of Law No. gl.is~l

National Assend/y:
Draft Liw No. 2049;
Report No. 21J5 by Mr. Chriqim  Bataille on behalf  of the co~ttc=

On Productio~
Debated June 25 and 27, 1991; adopted~um  27, 1991.

Senale:
Drtihwl$o.431 (1990-1991), adopted by the National AssemblK
Report No. 58 (1991-1992) by .Mr. Henri RevoI  on bebti of de

Committee on Economic Maim;
Debated and adopted November 6, 1991.

Nb.rion.d&emb~:

Draft Law No. 2319, marked up by tic Senatq
Report No. 2331 by Mr. Christian Batailk on behalf of the Com.mi~lec

on P~odu~on;
~ebatcd and adopted Flovcmber 2.5, 199L

seJIQ&-
. .

Draft &w No. 110 (1991-1992), adopted with modifkanom  by the
hrational Assembly tier tie second reading;

Report LNO. 127 (1991-1992) by Mr. Hem” RCVO1 on behalf of the
Committee on Eujnotic Main;

Debawi ~d adopted Decedxr 11, 1991.

Draft Law No. 2450, marked up by the Senate at the second reading;
Report  No. 2464 by .Mr. Chri.szian Batailic on behalf  of the .loint.-

Conmliucc;
Debated and adopted December 17, 199L

Senfzfz

Draft hw, adopted by the National &scmbly;
Repon No. 169 (1991-1992) by Mr. Hcnri Rcvol on behalf of the Joint

CO’&miNe;

Debated and adoprcd Deccrcber  18, 1991.
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